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As someone who has closely watched the Japan Australian relationship over the last 25 years
the growth in international exchange, travel, business and cultural links has certainly been quite
remarkable. Also in recognizing the various problems encountered in this relationship we need
to revisit and reexamine these from time to time.
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WHALING ISSUE @

For example the issue of Japanese whaling in the Southern Ocean has become a real
contentious one as Australia seeks to. Take Japan to the High Court and the Sea Shepherd anti
whaling ship has recently taken a more confrontational approach. If we look at both sides of the
debate their appears to be quite a wide disagreement and difference of opinion.

The main points of contention about whale hunting touch on the use of natural resources,
nature preservation, animal intellect, native hunting rights, ethics, pollution, tourism and
international law.

On one hand Australia and many other nations hold the belief that commercial whaling should
be halted and that the Southen Ocean should be a sanctuary to protect whales from slaughter
and possible extinction. For example Greenpeace office in Australia claims it is strongly opposed
to the hunting and killing of whales in Southern Ocean and not against the issue of eating whale
meat per se.

On the other Japan and a few other nations believe it has a traditional right to hunt and kill
whales as a source of food just as we eat beef, lamb chicken and other sources of meat.

I myself have a belief that unless you are a vegetarian its hypocritical to criticize eating whale
meat. Also in many Asian countries animals which we fine cute, e.g dog, cat, monkey etc are killed
for human consumption. Should we criticize the position of these people and their countries and
how about the issue of Japanese scientific research which is also quite a controversial matter?

Anyway many Japanese feel that they are being unfairly attacked, a bit like the Japan bashing
of the 1980s during the trade dispute with the USA. On sensitive cross cultural issues it appears
Japan cannot explain clearly their position to Western countries which results a great deal of
confusion and misunderstanding which could lead to further hostility and conflict.

As someone committed to promoting better Japanese Australian friendship and
understanding | sincerely hope through more rational dialogue and diplomacy a solution or
compromise can be achieved on this sensitive issue.

Apart from the sensitivity its quite a complex issue which [ would like to go into in some more
detail in the next issue.




